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FIGURE 1 — Sugarloaf Rock, looking scuth towards Maori Bay from the
fishing platform, Muriwai. Photo: Olaf Petersen

FIGURE 2 — Gannets on Qaia lIsland, January 1857, showing crowded
conditions. Photo: Olaf Petersen
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in the 1960s.
‘ Photo: Olaf Petersen
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FIGURE 4 — Gannets beginning to take over but not nesting in 1973.
Photo: Olaf Petersen
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FIGURE 6 — Gannets nesting 1975-76. First season on the rock. Oaia
Island in the distance. Photo: QOlaf Petersen

and making nest-building movements, and a little sparring going on.
The colony on 27 November is shown in Figure 6. 93 chicks were
present on 23 January 1978. Most on the upper platform were in
juvenile plumage and exercising their wings. Many chicks in white
down were in nests on the outer slopes, while small chicks and
unoccupied birds were on outermost edges (B. D. Heather, pers. comm.).
On 12 March 1978, 60 chicks, including 4 still in down, were seen,
together with 51 adults. On 9 April only 12 mottled juveniles remained

but approximately 150 adults were present.
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There were 55 birds on 8 August 1978, with some ceremonial
displays in progress; no nests had yet been built. On 20 September,
there were 156 birds and 80 nests (no eggs); also 27 White-fronted
Terns on ledges on the south side of the rock.

Since its beginning, the colony has increased rapidly until all
available space on the top of the rock has been occupied. The
accompanying photographs show how the vegetation has been modified.
The sides are too sheer to accommodate gannets. During the season,
birds often alight on two adjacent platforms on the mainland, bui
have not so far attempted to nest there.

The rock is conveniently situated for viewing from the main-
land, no disturbance occurs and, although the base can be reached at
low water, the height and steepness deter all but the expert climber.

[t is hoped that this gannetry will continue to thrive. It is
both an object of study for local ornithologists and an attraction for
the interested public.

I am grateful for notes contributed by Mark Neilson, Olatf
Petersen, E. G. Turbott and other members of OSNZ, and for the
fine series of photographs supplied by Olaf Petersen.

SYLVIA REED, 4 Mamaku Street, Meadowbank, Auckland 5

e

FIGURE 6 — The colony on 27 November 1977, Photo: Olaf Petersen
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Kaipipi in several Southern Ratas (Metrosideros umbellata) on branches
which overhang the water. Nests are re-used from year to year and
the number occupied per month is shown in Table 1. Roy Traill’s
records from other Pied Shag colonies in Paterson Inlet are relatively
infrequent but show similar trends.

The Little Kaipipi colony was occupied almost continuously
during the eight years recorded except for either December, January
or February of some years (range 0-7 nests for these months). Nests
were re-occupied during January/February in 1973 and 1974 and
February/March in 1972. Numbers of occupied nests were fairly con-
stant from March to July (range 3-7) and maximum annual numbers
occurred from August to November (range 5-13). Roy Traill suggested
that these birds have two annual egg-laying periods: summer and
winter. These two periods overlap in winter but not always in summer.
Pied Shags in Paterson Inlet therefore have breeding cycles similar
to those recorded in the North Island, except that more nests are
occupied in spring than in autumn. Without banding, it cannot be
known if the same birds breed more than once in a year.

The other three shag species common on Stewart Island have
extended but apparently not continuous breeding seasons. The Little
Shag (P. melanoleucos brevirostris), which often nests in association
with the Pied Shag, lays eggs in mid-winter, with most young fledged
by September (Guthrie-Smith, 1914). Roy Traill has seen chicks as
late as December but Richdale’s report from Stewart Island (in Oliver,
1955) of eggs in January and chicks in May appears exceptional. The
breeding season for the Stewart Island Shag (Leucocarbo carunculatus
chalconotus) is not fully documented but probably extends from August
to February in Foveaux Strait (Guthrie-Smith, 1914; Oliver, 1955;
Watt, 1975). Nesting of the Blue Shag (Stictocarbo punctatus steadi)
coincides with that of the Little Shag. Roy Traill has recorded mating
plumage in June and July; eggs in July and August; chicks usually
fledged by October, but occasionally as late as December. This con-
trasts with Oliver’s record for eggs from November to January, but the
latter dates from a period when Blue Shags were relatively rare (Stead,
1948) and did not nest in or near Paterson Inlet.
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